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face the King of Spain. It was here that she won
the pride and respect of the entire nation. They
were thrilled when she dared to defy the greatest
king in the world; they were inspirited and made
bold by the way she upheld her country; they
recognized in her the true leader of the nation
against its enemy. And so, when victory came,
they praised her as the one to whom success was
due.
The whole of Elizabeth's life is occupied in
this fierce contest. To keep it clear we have to
see how first she used her seamen to weaken the
prestige of Spain, then how she helped Philip's
own subjects to rebel against him, how she kept
France on her side, and finally how she beat off
invasion.
Philip at first was slow to become Elizabeth's
enemy. He had retained quite pleasant memories
of his handsome cheerful young sister-in-law, and
he had felt it his duty to offer her marriage. For
to Spain the English alliance was immensely
important. Spain owned the rich Netherlands,
and the trade of those countries was her life
blood. Then, as now, the great trade route
passed up the English Channel. England, small
and poor as she was, could pounce out into the
Channel and cut that life-line. So for years
Philip tried to keep England friendly.
A second reason for trying to keep on good
terms was to be found in France. France was
v*he great foe of Spain. War was perpetually